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18. (Amended) A kit for detecting the disease related to the mutation of SEQ 
NO. 5 in a mammal or human comprising a probe, which comprises the nucleic acid . 
claim 1. 



Please add claim 21 as follows: 

21 . (New) A kit for detecting the disease related to the mutation of SEQ ID NO. 
5 in a mammal or human comprising a probe, which comprises the nucleic acid of claim 



17. 



REMARKS 

0 

vO Claims 1-21 are pending in the case. Applicants have amended claims 7 and 18 to 

A eliminate multiple claim dependency and added claim 21 to preserve the subject matter 
11 eliminated in the original claim 18. The claims are supported by the original claims 7 and 



18. No new matter has been introduced. 
W Attached is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by this 

amendment. The attached page is captioned "VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO 
SHOW CHANGES MADE." 

Fees for the claims are submitted together with the application fee under a 
separate cover sheet. Should any other fee be required, please charge the same to deposit 
account number 22-0261 and notify the applicants' attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Fei-Fei Chao, PH. D. (Reg. No. 43,538) 



Date: November 30, 2001 
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1201 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 1000 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 21 has been added. 

Claims 7 and 18 have been amended as follows: 

7. (Amended) The human al chain collagen protein as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein the protein is encoded by an isolated nucleic acid an d the degenerate sequence 
thereof, said isolated nucleic acid and the degenerate sequence thereof comprise th e 
nucleotide sequence set forth in SEP ID NO. 5 the nucleic acid of claim 1 . 

0 18. (Amended) A kit for detecting the disease related to the mutation of SEQ ID 

NO. 5 in a mammal or human comprising a probe, which comprises the nucleic acid of 
claim 1 or claim 17 . 
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